
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 
 

 
Photograph of Swan Fencing at Cook’s Stream 

 
Welcome to our latest newsletter about 
the Godmanchester Flood Alleviation 
scheme to keep you up to date with the 
scheme’s progress.  
 
For an outline of the background to the proposed 
scheme and a map of the 500 houses at risk of 
flooding please see overleaf. 

 
What progress has been made? 
Since our last newsletter in December 2011 we 
have now received planning permission and 
have successfully secured partnership funding 
from Cambridgeshire County Council and 
Huntingdonshire District Council. In addition we 
have gained funding support from the Regional 
Flood and Coastal Committee and through   
Defra’s national flood defence Grant in Aid 
allocation announced in February, which enables 
us to proceed with implementation of the 
scheme.  
 
The construction works will be carried out by our 
framework contractor Jackson Civil Engineering, 
who will be the main contractor for the whole of 
the works.   
 
Environmental clearance works have been 
completed along Cook’s Stream, The Avenue 
and Post Street. This work included the removal  

 
of a number of trees, hedges and bushes 
located along the line of the new flood defence 
reducing the risk of us encountering nesting 
birds during the main works, which will 
commence after Easter. New trees will be 
planted where possible. 
 
Temporary fencing with bright orange tape has 
been installed along the banks of Cook’s 
Stream to discourage swans, and the banks 
have been strimmed to deter other wildlife from 
nesting within the area of the proposed works. 
 

Phasing of the works 
Due to the change in the way the scheme is 
being funded construction works will be phased 
to meet the available annual budgets.   We are 
also keen to reduce the impact of our works on 
the town’s 800th anniversary celebration of 
receiving a Royal Charter from King John. 
 
The first phase will comprise works between the 
A14 flyover (over the Cook’s Stream) to Island 
Hall. This will mean that construction will be out 
of view from the recreation ground, where many 
of the town’s celebrations will take place, 
therefore minimising any disturbance in the 
town centre.  
 
If additional funds are available we may also 
start works at the southern extent of the 
scheme, near Farm Hall on West Street.    
 

What’s happening next? 
The contractor will be setting up their site 
offices and compound within the car park next 
to the A14 flyover, beginning on the 10th April.  
 
Following erection of site offices work will 
commence on establishing accesses onto 
Westside Common and to the rear of private 
gardens along the River Great Ouse.  
 
Works will then commence on a number of 
frontages within the first phase.  
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What’s the background to our scheme? 
Historical flooding in the town and the threat of 
increased flooding in the future due to climate 
change prompted us to investigate the need and 
justification for flood risk management 
improvements to the town.  

Having consulted with the community and been 
able to justify the need for improvements, a flood 
alleviation scheme will increase the level of 
protection to Godmanchester by reducing the 
annual risk of flooding from 5% (a 1 in 20 year 
event) to 1% (a 1 in 100 year event). This will 
provide flood alleviation to over 500 properties 
and will be achieved by building a combination of 
flood walls and flood embankments alongside the 
River Great Ouse shown in the plan below. 

How can you get more information? 
We want to work with you during the project 
and we will keep you informed of our progress 
through future editions of this newsletter.  
We will also continue one-to-one discussions 
with those residents whose gardens are directly 
affected by our proposals. 

Contacts.  
Nigel Aves - Jackson Civil Engineering 

07970 383395 
James Fleming - Site Supervisor- Atkins 

07803 259476 
 
Also, you are welcome to contact our Project 
Manager with your thoughts or queries – 
contact details below. 

 

Plan showing the flood defence alignment 
 

 
 

 

For more information contact the Environment Agency Project Manager Ian Dodson on 

01733 464316 or send an email to ian.dodson@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 


